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From left, NFC Director Derek Flucker, Gary Fenlon MP, Fedaral Minister Brendan O'Connar,

trainee Dwayne Conlan, the Rev Goma Conlan and NPC Director Brad Foster and, front, trainees
Shannon Turbane and Danlel Contan,

Federal Minister Brendan O'Connor tries his hand In the simulator.

AN Indigenous mining
company has launched
a school designed 1o
train Indiganous peopla
to work in Australia’s
bopming mining
indugiry

The Nerhemn Project Contracting
Mining School, oficially launched by
Federal Minister for Employment
Participation Brendan O'Cannor in
Brisbana, was sl up io meol a
growing demand i tha mlning
induslry for skilled workers

NPC Director Bradiey Foster sakd
the school was designed to ensura
that mining projects — many of which
were |located close 1o Aboriginal
communities — could use local
Indigenous labour a great deal mona
than ey cumrantly were

“We've developed this mining
school specifically for Indigenous
poople so that
tha mining
Industry can
locate skilled
Indiganous
workers and
Indigenous
people can gain
the skills
raquired to antar
tha industry,” Mr
Foster said

"Wa think we
could make a
significant
contribution o
the aims of the

Tony Johnson and Nat Minnlecon
were among the people at the NPC

School helps people
secure mining jobs

Represantatves from OZ
Minarals Century, formerly known as
the Zinilex Century mine, attendad
the launch, and General Manages
John Lamb said the company was
commitied to increasing its
Indsganaous employment and
retention rates,

“Employing Indigenous
Australians in the mining industry is
nod an alinsistic act, Our Indigenous
employees giva OZ Minerals Century
chvar competitive advantages,” Mr
Lamb said,

“Local people have a desp
knowiladge of the land they are
mining and a vested interest in
caring for it They ara kean o work
on country, which improves refention
rales, As a ramote operation, if
makeas sanse for us 1o employ
paople who ve near Century.”

Northern Project Contracting
curranthy
opaerales several
contracts out of
the OZ Minerals
Cantury mina, in
crushed
aggregale,
labour hire and
machingery hing.

The 100 par
cent Indigenous-
owned company
recantly won the
Pramiar of
Queensland’s
Smart Award In
tha Rising Star

Australian category

il c .
Employmant Lt E{E:: h:::l ek n against 20 other
Covenant which maingtream
wants 1o craabe competiors.

50,000 Indigenous jobs over the naxt
two years, We're playing our pan in
achioving that goal ™

Minister Brendan O'Connor said
the Mining School was a greal
opportunity for indigenous job
seekars 1o gain skills in arsas of
shortage.

“The mining Industry is currentty
calling out for workers who can
provide thess sors of skills,” ha
sald.

“Thiz model is consistent with
both the Prime Minister and the
AEC’s ambifious but realistic
objective of 50,000 Indigenous jobs.”

Mining indusiry projections
suggest that the resources secior in
Cusensland will raquire a further
15,000 workers by 2015, with & total
of 70,000 new workers noeded
nationwide:

Tha Mining Schoaol program
includes work-readiness training, and
cantres around the use of an
Innovative mining simulator which
enabies instructors to simulate an
On-Sile ming anvironmanl.

Trainges have opportunities to
drive haul trucks, loaders, dozaers
and 1o confront workplace health and
safely issues on-site through the
simulated emdronment,

Five young Indigenous people
from the Inaka commanity attended
the kaunch as polential raineas lor
the Mining School and iried out the
mining simulator — along with
Minister O'Connaor,

The NPC Mining School Is
currantly in a trial phase, and will run
frials at the Mining Industry Skills
Centre, at Salisbury in Brisbane, and
in Townsville latar this year,

Cape project encourages aged-care career

CAPE York
Indigenous peopia
will bo ancouraged
f0 join the aged-care
workiorce under 8

during a visil to Salvin Park
Nursing Home in Brizbane's
Carina Heighls.

The Australian Govemment
has prowvided Blue Cang with

“The stralegy will have a
paricular fecus on training

1o work in the aged care and
assocHled haalth sectors,” Mr

project announced $10:0,000 to appoint a regional O'Connor said
by Commanwaalih Indigenous employman f z
Employment Participation Minister  co-ordinator in Caims 1o work with Dpp{}ﬂunlﬂﬂﬁ

Brendan O'Cannaor

Mr O'Connor launchod tha
Blue Cane Cape York Employment
Faciitalion Project on 14 August

local communities in Capo York

The alm is to develop an Aged
Cara Indigenous Emgloymant
strategy

aged care, disability work,
cammiunity developmant,

opportunities for people who want

“Thara will be opportunilies in

horticuflure, carpantry, businass

management, assel managemant,

hospitality and alled health.
“Aged cars and associaled

sarvices are growing, and the

Australian Governmen! wanis

Indigenous Australians to share in
the employment opportunities that

will fiow Irom that.™

Federal MP for Leichhardl Jim
Tumour said the project would
assist in raising employment
levels in Cape Yook, and

communities will benafit from the
lasting eflects of the strategy

Blua Care Is the largest
provider of aged-care senvices
nationally. In 2008, it became a
signatory of the Govermment's
Corporate Leadars for Indigenous
Empioyment Project,

Cver seven manths kast year,
Blua Care increased s
Indigenous stall numbers in
Queensland from eight to 100
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